Sustainable Development Working Group / Green Affordable Housing Coalition Meeting Report

Date:

June 10, 2003, 3-5 pm

Attendees:
· David Bower, Swinerton Builders

· Clare Bressani-Tanko, Local Initiatives Support Corporation

· Gonzalo Castro, Design Studios Gonzalo Castro

· Teresa Clarke, Affordable Housing Associates

· Kara Douglas, Contra Costa County

· Kevin Griffith, BRIDGE Housing Corporation

· Mary Lucero-Dorst, Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center

· Bruce Mast, Frontier Associates

· Erick Mikiten, Mikiten Architects

· Judy Monnier, Oakland Housing Authority

· Jill O'Brien, San Francisco

· Mark Palmer, San Francisco

· Fred Pollack, Van Meter Williams Pollack

· Grant Reading, BRIDGE Housing Corporation

· Rob Rich, San Francisco

· Doug Shoemaker, Nonprofit Housing Association of Northern California

· Kristy Wang, BRIDGE Housing Corporation

· Rahul Young, Berkeley
Location:

Ronald V. Dellums Federal Building

1301 Clay Street, Oakland 
Summary:

This meeting was a joint meeting of the Green Affordable Housing Coalition and the Sustainable Development Working Group, sponsored by Nonprofit Housing Association of Northern California. The meeting agenda was as follows:

· Introductions and announcements

· Case Study: How BRIDGE Housing incorporated green building into their core affordable housing strategies—Kevin Griffith, Grant Reading, and Kristy Wang

· Tools development update—Bruce Mast, Frontiers Associates
· Update on Smart Growth legislation—Tim Frank, Sierra Club
· Ideas for future SDWG / GAHC agendas

· Other business

BRIDGE described the process whereby they identified and screened potential green building measures for inclusion in their projects. BRIDGE has grouped measures into three categories: standard measures for inclusion in projects; measures to field test; and measures that require further research and education (see handouts). The presentation generated significant discussion, particularly around the topic of individually metered versus master metered buildings (natural gas and water) and the implications for technology choices for space heating, hot water, and cooking. Participants offered several comments:
· It’s easier to incorporate solar power and central boilers into master-metered projects than individually metered projects

· Gas meters take up lots of space

· Participants questioned the validity of assumptions that individual meters produce energy savings in the form of modified occupant behavior

· Gas utility allowances in San Francisco are high, which produces a disincentive to install gas

· Sometimes PG&E requires individual meters, even if stoves are the only gas appliance

· CHFA prefers individual meters and separate water heaters (rather than central boilers). Artchitectural review at CHFA is quite strict so their requirements are an effective disincentive to install more efficient gas-fired central water and space heating systems.

Frontier Associates presented a status report on educational tools that Frontier and Austin Energy are developing on behalf of the GAHC. The presentation summarized progress-to-date on website development and the information that has been gained through in-depth interviews with housing developers and support agencies (see the attached Word document “GAHC draft website content.doc” and PowerPoint presentation “Affordable Housing Meeting 061003.ppt”).
Sierra Club’s Sacramento lobbyist gave a status report on Smart Growth-related legislation currently moving through the State Assembly and Senate, including ACA 14 (Steinberg), SCA 11 (Alarcon), AB 1221 (Steinberg),  AB 1410 (Wolk),  AB 1426 (Steinberg), SB 178 (Cedillo), SB 744 (Dunn/Ducheney), and AB 1268 (Wiggins). See NPH handout for further details.
The August meeting will include a presentation focused on funding renewable energy as part of affordable housing projects, with a focus on Mercy Housing’s Nueva Vista project in Santa Cruz.
Further Action:

· FA/AE complete 12 more in-depth interviews
· FA/AE launch website portal by second week of July and continue adding content
· FA/AE develop local case studies (2 or 3, depending on developer support and cooperation)

· FA/AE develop fact sheets documenting field applications, costs

· FA/AE research additional funding sources that can be tapped to cover incremental costs of green building
· GAHC Steering Committee to meet the second week in July.
· All will attend the next general membership meeting on Thursday, August 7.
Future meeting dates (locations to be announced):

· Thursday, August 7, 3-5 pm
· Thursday, October 9, 3-5 pm
· Thursday, December 4, 3-5 pm
